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ACTION ARA-I4 

INTO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 SSO-00 NSCE-00 SY-05 SYE-00 
USSS-00 SAB-02 L-03 CPR-OI PRS-OI USIE-00 /042 W 

I07I6I 05I459Z/4I 

0 05I407Z SEP 77 

PM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 3638 

CONPIDENTIAL PARAMARIBO 0893 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, PN, NS 

SUBJ: PANAMA CANAL SIGNING CEREMONY AND DECLARATION OP 
WASHINGTON 

REF: STATE2I2I8I 

1. TO CONFIRM TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS SEPT 4 WITH 

TASK PORCE, AMBASSADOR AND DIRECTOR OP POREIGN MINISTRY 

ATTEMPTED LOCATE POREIGN/PRIME MINISTER THAT DATE TO 

OBTAIN DECISION ON HAVING AMBASSADOR KARAMAT REPRESENT 

SURINAM AT SIGNING CEREMONY AND SIGN DECLARATION OF 

WASHINGTON. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO REACH HIM, SINCE HE 

WAS AWAY ON POLITICAL MEETINGS IN CONNECTION WITH 

COMING ELECTIONS. HOWEVER, DIRECTOR VAN DER BELD SAID 

THAT HE WOULD RECOMMEND APPIRMATIVE DECISION ON BOTH 

POINTS AND THAT AMBASSADOR COULD REPORT IN PRINCIPLE GOS WOULD 

AGREE ON BOTH COUNTS, SUBJECT TO PINAL RATIPICATION BY 

PRIME MINISTER MONDAY MORNING. 

2. HOWEVER, ON MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 5, VAN DER GELD 
INPORMED AMBASSADOR THAT AFTER A LENGTHY DISCUSSION 
WITH PRIME MINISTER, DECISION WAS MADE NOT RPT NOT 

TO SIGN DECLARATION. VAN DER GELD SAID GOS PEELS 
ITS OWN STATEMENT PLANNED FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 7 
IS SUFPICIENT. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARAMA 00893 05I453Z 


3. REGARDING QUESTION AS TO WHETHER KARAMAT WILL 
STILL BE AUTHORIZED TO REPRESENT SURINAM AT 
SIGNING CEREMONY, VAN DER GELD SAID THIS WILL BE 
DISCUSSED WITH KARAMAT BY TELEPHONE. DEPARTMENT 
SHOULD CHECK WITH KARAMAT TO ASCERTAIN 
FINAL DECISION ON THIS MATTER. 
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